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1. INTRODUCTION 

Envirico have been engaged by Comharchumann Dún Chaoin to eradicate two invasive alien 

plant species from the streams and fields within the village. The two species present; 

Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica) Giant Rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria) are listed in the 

Third Schedule of Statutory Instrument 477/2011. 

Dún Chaoin comprises an area of approx. 2790 acres at the western end of the Dingle 

Peninsula bounded on the north, east and south by Cruach Mhárthain (404 m) and Sliabh an 

Iolair (514 m), and on the west by the Atlantic Ocean. There are three main water courses in 

the parish flowing down from Sliabh an Iolair, Cruach Mhárthain and Ceathrú an Fheirtéirigh 

and meeting at Béal Átha. The three water courses are the main carriers of the Japanese 

Knotweed and as much of the residential property in Dún Chaoin has been built near the 

water courses, the plant is now encroaching on the outbuildings and the dwelling houses. 

The herbicide treatments are carried out in accordance with current Irish best practice 

guidelines including ‘The Management of Noxious Weeds and Non-Native Invasive Plant 

Species on National Roads’ – NRA (2010); Best Practice for Control of Japanese Knotweed 

Fallopia japonica / Giant Rhubarb Gunnera tinctoria  - Inland Fisheries Ireland; Best Practice 

Management Guidelines Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica / Giant Rhubarb Gunnera 

tinctoria - Invasive Species Ireland (2008 - 2010) and CABI (Centre for Agriculture and 

Bioscience International) Datasheets for Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica / Giant 

Rhubarb Gunnera tinctoria. 

 

1.1 About Japanese Knotweed  

Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica) was introduced to Europe by the horticultural 

activities of Philippe von Siebold, who plucked the plant from a Japanese volcano in the 1840s. 

It is a fast growing, perennial, herbaceous plant, native to East Asia (Japan, northern China, 

Taiwan and Korea). In its home range, the plant is not a threat because a host of native 

predators, fungi and herbivorous insects keep it in check. However, outside Japan it is 

classified as one of the World’s Worst Invasive Species (World Conservation Union). The date 

of its first introduction to Ireland is believed to be in the mid to late 19th century. 

http://www.envirico.com/
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Japanese Knotweed can grow >3m high, with young shoots in spring growing up to 10 - 30cm 

per day, quickly resulting in dense stands that shade out other species. The leaves are a 

distinctive shape with a tapered tip and a flat base (up to 18cm long) and the mature hollow 

stems have nodes and look somewhat like bamboo canes. The underground rhizome system 

can be vast, extending up to 3m deep and 7m horizontally from the nearest visible growth. 

Japanese Knotweed produces small cream or white flowers in late summer or early autumn. 

There are only female plants in the UK and Ireland so sexual reproduction is negligible; 

however, hybrids with related plants can be produced (e.g. Giant knotweed; Russian Vine) 

and are found occasionally. 

Even without sexual reproduction, the plant spreads at a rapid rate by rhizome extension. 

New plants can also grow from tiny fragments of rhizome (as little as 0.7 grams) or stems, 

which means that traditional control methods such as cutting or strimming will actually 

further spread a knotweed infestation. Some of the most likely routes for knotweed spread 

are via our roads, rivers and railway lines as tiny fragments are dragged along these routes 

enabling them to quickly colonise new areas. Knotweed is also often spread by the movement 

of contaminated soils offsite and the improper disposal of the weed in garden clearings.  It 

can grow on a wide range of soil types, pH and salinity; has the ability to withstand droughts, 

heat, cold, sulphurous soil; and is tolerant towards heavy metals. This hardiness ensures a 

wide distribution across habitat types. 

Japanese Knotweed’s massive rhizome system and vigorous growth can seriously damage 

walls, foundations, roads and buildings, including historic sites. The plant can also disrupt the 

integrity of man-made flood defense structures, increasing costs in repair and maintenance. 

Railway tracks, roads, pavements, and other constructions are also frequently affected.  

Other highly invasive knotweeds that occur in Ireland are Giant Knotweed, Fallopia 

sachalinensis, Himalayan Knotweed Persicaria wallichii and Bohemian Knotweed Fallopia x 

bohemica - a hybrid between Japanese and Giant Knotweed. These other knotweeds are 

increasingly found in Ireland, though to a much lesser extent than Japanese Knotweed.  

In Ireland, Japanese Knotweed is classified as a High-Impact Invasive Species with a Risk 

Assessment Score of 20. 

http://www.envirico.com/
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1.2 About Giant Rhubarb  

Giant Rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria) is a large leaved, herbaceous plant originally native to 

Chile. It is charactereized by its large rhubarb-like leaves which can grow up to 1.5m across. 

The stems of the plant are easily identifiable with a reddish, spine covered appearance. The 

plant produces a flowering stalk (panicle) which can grow to be up to 1m in height. 

 

Giant Rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria) was introduced to Ireland as a decorative plant where it 

was planted in gardens and pond edges as an ornamental plant in the 1930’s. The plant 

spreads both through seed dispersal and vegetatively via a rhizomatous root system or root 

fragments. It can form dense stands which can shade out native vegetation. Giant Rhubarb is 

an environmental weed, so its economic impact is largely through the cost of control 

measures rather than a reduction of agricultural or forest productivity. However there are 

sites in Ireland where the species has invaded native species-rich native grassland, (Hickey 

and Osborne, 1998), which reduces the value of the land for grazing. 
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2. INVASIVE SPECIES LEGISLATION  

The Invasive Species Ireland project identified both Japanese Knotweed and Giant Rhubarb 

as one of the highest risk non-native invasive species in Ireland. There is strict legislation 

surrounding these species in both Ireland and the EU. Ireland has also ratified a number of 

international conventions that oblige the Government to address the issue of non-native 

invasive species, including the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Bern Convention and 

the International Plant Protection Convention. 

Irish Statutory Instrument 477/2011  

The EC Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations introduced important legislation concerning 

invasive species in the Republic of Ireland. Japanese Knotweed and Giant Rhubarb are listed 

in Part 1 of the Third Schedule and soil containing Japanese Knotweed rhizome is listed as a 

vector material in Part 3 of the Third Schedule.  

Article 49 prohibits the introduction, breeding, release or dispersal of certain species; and 

Article 50 prohibits dealing in and keeping certain species.  

Article 49 (2) “Save in accordance with a licence granted under paragraph (7), any person who 

plants, disperses, allows or causes to disperse, spreads or otherwise causes to grow in any 

place specified in relation to such plant in the third column of Part 1 of the Third Schedule, 

any plant which is included in Part 1 of the Third Schedule, shall be guilty of an offence.” 

Article 49 (3) states that you can defend against allegations that you committed an offence 

under Article 49 (1) or (2) by proving that you took all reasonable steps and exercised all due 

diligence to avoid committing the offence: 

Article 49 (3) “Subject to paragraph (4), it shall be a defence to a charge of committing an 

offence under paragraph (1) or (2) to prove that the accused took all reasonable steps and 

exercised all due diligence to avoid committing the offence. 

Article 50 (2) “Save in accordance with a licence granted under paragraph (7), a person shall 

be guilty of an offence if he or she imports or transports – 

(a) an animal or plant listed in Part 1 or Part 2 of the Third Schedule 

http://www.envirico.com/
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(b) anything from which an animal or plant referred to in Part 2 of the Third Schedule can be 

reproduced or propagated, or 

(c) a vector material listed in Part 3 of the Third Schedule, 

into or in or to any place in the State specified in relation to such an animal or plant or vector 

material in relation to that animal or plant or vector material in the third column of the Third 

Schedule.” 

 

The Wildlife Amendment Act (2000) of The Wildlife Act (1976) made it an offence to cause an 

exotic species of flora to grow in the wild anywhere in the state: 

“Any person who plants or otherwise causes to grow in a wild state in any place in the State 

any (exotic) species of flora, or the flowers, roots, seeds or spores of flora, otherwise than 

under and in accordance with a licence granted in that behalf by the Minister shall be guilty 

of an offence.” 
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3. TREATMENT REPORT 

In total 54 infestations of Japanese Knotweed and 15 of Giant Rhubarb were recorded during 

the treatment period (See Tables 1 & 2). Treatments occurred on the following dates; August 

29th, 30th 31st and October 1st,3rd, 8th, 9th 10th, 11th and 12th. Roundup Biactive XL was applied 

using a knapsack sprayer/electric sprayer with an extendable lance to all viable Japanese 

knotweed and Giant Rhubarb material. The foliar spray was applied at a dose rate of 22ml per 

litre.  

 

All 15 Giant Rhubarb infestations received a full treatment this season which involved the 

severing of the seed head followed by foliar application of a systemic herbicide. Out of the 54 

stands of Japanese Knotweed 40 received a full treatment (100% coverage), 10 received a 

partial treatment (Approx. 70% coverage), and 4 received no treatment this season (See 

Tables 1 & 2).  The approximate area of Japanese Knotweed to be treated is 27,059m2 with 

approximately 25,000m2 receiving some form of treatment this year.  

 

3.1 Pre-Access Spraying  

Pre-access spraying occurred at several sites during the August treatment period, this 

involved the cutting of access routes in some cases and application of herbicide to the face 

and reachable areas of an infestation in order to make access easier during the October 

treatment. This occurred at the following stands: JK06, JK07, JK20, JK31, JK35, JK39 & JK48. 

 

3.2 Partial Treatment  

The following areas received a partial treatment (Approx. 70% coverage) due to the size and 

inaccessibility of certain plants within the infested zone: JK06, JK07, JK20, JK21, JK22, JK31, 

JK38, JK39, JK48 & JK50.  Every effort was made to achieve full coverage in these areas by 

cutting access routes around and through the infestations. These areas will receive a full 

treatment next year as the plants will not be capable of achieving the same level of growth 

that has occurred this year. 

http://www.envirico.com/
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3.3 No Treatment Occurring 

No treatment occurred this season at JK24, JK43, JK46 & JK52 due to disturbances of the 

plants, these areas are denoted as “JK Interference” and are highlighted in yellow on the 

relevant maps, see APPENDIX 1 – Site Maps. 

There was no viable leaf material to be sprayed at JK24, this was more than likely due to 

effects of the extended periods of high temperatures this summer. The site has been mapped 

and will be revisited next year to monitor for growth.  

There was evidence of routine lawn maintenance in the garden where JK43 is growing. There 

was knotweed of various sizes growing amongst the grass in the lawn and some plants were 

observed growing out through the boundary stone wall. Cessation of all routine lawn 

maintenance is advised around this stand so that the plant can grow fully next season and be 

treated appropriately.  

JK46 comprises of an access lane that runs along the boundary of a domestic garden. 

Knotweed plants of various sizes were recorded within the well-maintained domestic garden. 

There was evidence of bonsai growth and new growth occurring on the access laneway. Fresh 

fly tipped grass trimmings were recorded during visits in August and October. Cessation of all 

routine lawn maintenance is advised around this stand so that the plant can grow fully next 

season and be treated appropriately.  Any maintenance work being carried out on the access 

lane should be halted also to allow the plants to grow fully next season and be appropriately 

treated.  

JK52 is a large area (1804m2) which could not be treated this season due to the presence of 

cattle grazing in and around the infestation. It was noted that knotweed material is being 

grazed by the cattle and some of the stands had been trampled by the animals. It was 

impossible to determine the full extent of this infestation due to this. It is advised that this 

area be fenced off and the plants are left to grow so that treatment can occur next season.  

 

 

http://www.envirico.com/
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3.4 Areas of Concern  

Although treatment occurred in the following areas (JK25, JK26, JK27, JK28, JK34, JK36, JK39, 

JK53) it was noted that maintenance or grazing in the areas surrounding these stands may be 

contributing to disturbance and spread of knotweed material in the vicinity, these areas are 

denoted as “JK Interference” and are highlighted in yellow on the relevant maps, see 

APPENDIX 1 – Site Maps. 

JK25 is growing along a gully that borders both a domestic garden and an access pathway, all 

hedge and lane maintenance in the area should cease to prevent further spread of the 

infestation.  JK34 and JK36 are growing within domestic gardens, routine lawn maintenance 

should cease to prevent disturbance and potential spread of knotweed material. 

JK26 & 27 are inappropriately fenced off as Japanese knotweed material is present outside of 

the fence boundary. The plants growing outside of the fence boundary are small due to the 

grazing pressure by sheep present in the field. JK28 is exhibiting bonsai growth at the face of 

the stand which is emerging in the field on the northern side of the stream. This is likely due 

to the boundary of the stand being inappropriately treated with herbicide. 

JK39 is extensively spreading out beyond the boundary fence and into the adjoining grazing 

field to the east of the stand. This area of the stand could not be treated with herbicide due 

to the presence of sheep in the field.  

JK53 is in the corner of a grazing field, there were no sheep present when treatment occurred 

however it was noted that evidence of grazing and disturbance by livestock was visible at the 

face of the stand.  

Due to the interferences outlined in Section 3.2 and 3.3 that have made effective treatment 

in 2018 impossible, full irradiation of the above stands may no longer be possible within the 

allotted project time frame. All interference with knotweed stands should cease immediately 

in order to ensure the effectiveness of treatment.  

 

 

http://www.envirico.com/


 

9 
 
Envirico Ltd. trading as Envirico. CRO: 598399 Bonnettstown, Co. Kilkenny, R95 V2T4   www.envirico.com  
 
 

 

3.4 Tables Detailing Japanese Knotweed & Giant Rhubarb Infestations 

Table 1: Details of Japanese Knotweed infestations 

Stand 

ID 

 

 

 

Area of 

Infestation 

(m2) 

Average 

Stem 

Height 

(m) 

Average 

Stem 

Diameter  

(cm) 

Sensitive Areas 

Adjacent 

Treatment Method Treatment Notes Further Comments 

JK01 13 <0.5 <0.5 N/A Knapsack Small stand treated on 1st Oct Emerging plants on roadside, 

evidence of previous 

treatment 

JK02 366 <0.5 <0.5 N/A Knapsack Small stand treated on 1st Oct Emerging plants on roadside, 

evidence of previous 

treatment 

JK03 153 1-2.5 1-2.5 N/A Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Stand treated on 1st Oct Located off access road, 

growing amongst brambles 

and heather 

JK04 409 <0.5 – 

1.5 

<0.5 – 1.5 Stream Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Stand with variable sized plants, treated on 

1st Oct 

Plants growing along 

roadside gully and in 

adjoining field 

JK05 128 <0.5 <0.5 Stream Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Stand with variable sized plants, treated on 

1st Oct 

Plants growing along 

roadside gully and in 

adjoining field 

http://www.envirico.com/
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JK06 1175 >2.5 >2.5 Domestic Garden  Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Large stand which required access paths to 

be cut to treat majority of infestation 

(70%), treated on 3rd Oct 

Mature infestation growing in 

domestic garden and 

adjoining fields 

JK07 707 >2.5 >2.5 Domestic Garden Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Large stand which required access paths to 

be cut (Aug 31st) to treat majority of 

infestation (70%), treated on 3rd Oct 

Mature, large infestation 

with evidence of recent fly 

tipping of compostable 

garden material 

JK08 1359 1-2.5 1–2.5 Grazing Field Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Large stand treated on 29th Aug, traffic 

management required 

Growing in hedgerow and 

adjoining grazing field 

JK09 267 1-2.5 1-2.5  Grazing Field Knapsack Small stand treated on 29th Aug, traffic 

management required 

Growing in hedgerow and 

grazing field 

JK10 14 1-2.5 1-2.5 Grazing Field Knapsack Small stand treated on 29th Aug, traffic 

management required 

Small Infestation  

JK11 20 1-2.5 1-2.5 Grazing Field Knapsack Small stand treated on 29th Aug, traffic 

management required, scattered single 

plants growing along gully 

Small Infestation 

JK12 469 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream Estuary Knapsack Stand could only be partially treated on 

30th Aug due to lack of viable leaves 

present, stress was likely caused during 

recent extended periods of high 

temperatures. 

Growing in a sensitive area 

along banks of stream  

http://www.envirico.com/
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JK13 301 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream Knapsack Stand could only be partially treated on 

30th Aug due to lack of viable leaves 

present, leaf stress was likely caused 

during recent extended period of high 

temperatures 

Growing in a sensitive area 

along banks of stream 

JK14 259  1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack Stand could only be partially treated on 

30th Aug due to lack of viable leaves 

present, leaf stress was likely caused 

during recent extended period of high 

temperatures 

Growing on steep bank and in 

stream  

JK15 60 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack Small stand treated on 11th Oct  Growing on bank and in 

stream 

JK16 133 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack Small stand treated on 11th Oct Growing on bank  

JK17 12 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack Small stand treated on 11th Oct Growing on bank 

JK18 44 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack Small stand treated on 11th Oct Growing on bank 

JK19 37 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack Small stand treated on 11th Oct Growing on bank with new 

growth in stream 

JK20 1976 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream  Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Large Stand could only be partially treated 

on 11th Oct due to lack of viable leaves 

present, leaf stress was likely caused 

Large area with well-

established stands and new 

growth 

http://www.envirico.com/
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during recent extended period of high 

temperatures. Cutting of access paths 

required 

JK21 62 1-2.5 1-2.5 Domestic Garden Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Large Stand could only be partially treated 

on 29th Aug due to lack of viable leaves 

present, leaf stress was likely caused 

during recent extended period of high 

temperatures.  

Growing on moderately 

slopped bank accessed from 

resident’s garden 

JK22 48 1-2.5 1-2.5 Domestic Garden Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Large Stand could only be partially treated 

on 29th Aug due to lack of viable leaves 

present, leaf stress was likely caused 

during recent extended period of high 

temperatures. 

Growing on moderately 

slopped bank accessed from 

resident’s garden 

JK23 337 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack & 

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Stand was treated on the 11th Oct from 

both within the stream and the adjoining 

fields 

This stand marks a suitable 

access point for surrounding 

JK stands both upstream and 

downstream  

JK24 25 0.5-1.5 0.5-1.5 Field & Domestic 

Garden 

N/A Stand had no viable leaf material on 11th 

Oct so could not be treated.  

Evidence of newly emerging 

plants growing in boundary 

hedge of property adjoining 

this stand 

JK25 38 <0.5 <0.5 Stream Knapsack Small plants treated on 11th of Oct Plants are growing along 

access road gully. 

http://www.envirico.com/
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Maintenance of this pathway 

may be contributing to 

spread in the area 

JK26 438 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack & 

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Stand was treated on the 29th Aug from 

both within the stream and the adjoining 

fields 

Mature stand with some new 

growth in surrounding area. 

Evidence of plants growing 

outside of fenced off area 

within grazing field 

JK27 548 >2.5 >2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack & 

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Stand was treated on 10th Oct from both 

within the stream and adjoining field. 

Stand is fenced off and 

bordered by stream and 

grazing field. Evidence of 

plants growing outside of 

fenced off area within grazing 

field 

JK28 1564  >2.5 >2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack & 

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Stand was treated on 10th and 11th Oct 

from both within the stream and adjoining 

fields. 

 Stand is fenced off and 

bordered by stream and 

grazing field. Evidence of 

plants growing outside of 

fenced off area within grazing 

field 

JK29 90 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack Treated on 11th Oct  Stand accessed from stream 

http://www.envirico.com/
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JK30 

 
 

2268 

 
 

0.5-2.5 

 
 

0.5-2.5 

 
 

Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Area with plants of variable size treated on 

9th Oct 

Previously managed area 

(Kerry Co.Co.), lots of bonsai 

growth evident and evidence 

of recent human disturbance 

along stream bank 

JK31 1424 >2.5 >2.5 Stream & Farm 

Yard 

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Access spray applied on 29th Aug, follow up 

spray applied on 9th Oct. Stand only 

partially treated due to size of infestation. 

Stream access is required to 

allow for full treatment to 

occur 

JK32 610 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream Knapsack Plants at various stages of growth treated 

on 29th Aug 

Some plants emerging along 

road side  

JK33 33 0.5-1.5 0.5-1.5 Domestic Garden Knapsack Treated on 9th Oct  Infestation is within a 

domestic garden. 

Homeowner also owns 

nearby farm and yard 

JK34 194 0.5-2.5 0.5-2.5 Domestic Garden Knapsack Small strip along roadside treated on 29th 

Aug, remainder was treated on 9th Oct  

Full extent of infestation to 

be treated was not known 

until speaking with 

landowner on the 9th Oct. 

Evidence of lawn 

maintenance in garden 

JK35 343 >2.5 >2.5 Domestic Garden Knapsack & 

Electric Sprayer 

Access spray applied on 31st Aug with full 

treatment on 8th Oct  

Infestation is growing on 

uneven terrain and amongst 

mature trees and shrubs 

http://www.envirico.com/
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with extendable 

lance 

JK36 41 1-2.5 1-2.5 Domestic Garden  Knapsack Treated on 8th Oct Stand is growing in garden, 

evidence of garden 

maintenance around stand  

JK37 97 1-2.5 1-2.5 Domestic Garden  Knapsack Treated on 8th Oct Stand is located outside of 

garden boundary where grass 

trimmings from the lawn 

were dumped, plants are 

growing amongst mature 

trees and brambles 

JK38 1016 >2.5 >2.5 Stream & Farm 

Yard 

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Extensive stand partially treated on 3rd Oct Tall infestation with some 

plants >3m in height, farm 

walls were used to spray over 

infestation 

 

JK39 649 >2.5 >2.5 Grazing Field & 

Farm Yard 

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Extensive stand partially treated (70%) on 

3rd Oct. Access paths had to be cut through 

infestation 

Tall and dense infestation 

that is extending out into a 

grazing field to the East, total 

extent of infestation could 

not be determined due to 

grazing 
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JK40 278 0.5-2.5 0.5-2.5 Stream  Knapsack & 

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Treated on 3rd Oct Treated from bridge and 

within stream 

JK41 56 <0.5 <0.5 N/A Knapsack Treated on 29th Aug  This infestation has 

undergone previous 

treatment, regrowth was 

minimal 

JK42 110 <0.5 <0.5 Domestic Garden Knapsack Treated on 29th Aug This infestation has 

undergone previous 

treatment, regrowth was 

minimal 

JK43 9 <0.5 <0.5 Domestic Garden N/A Treatment did not occur as plants are 

emerging in regularly maintained garden 

 

Plants in homeowners garden 

        

JK44 397 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream  Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Treated on 29th Aug Plants growing within stream 

and along roadside 

        

JK45 681 >2.5 >2.5 Stream & 

Domestic Garden 

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Treated on 9th Oct Large stand which is growing 

into a domestic garden and 

the nearby stream 
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JK46 122 <0.5 <0.5 Domestic Garden N/A Treatment did not occur as maintenance 

appears to be occurring within the area 

Plants are growing within a 

domestic garden and along a 

well-maintained access path 

        

JK47 60 >2.5 >2.5 Domestic Garden  Knapsack Treated on 29th Aug Mature plants present 

growing along boundary wall  

JK48  2739 >2.5 >2.5 Stream Knapsack & 

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Access spray applied on 29th Aug with 

further treatment on 10th and 11th Oct, 

partially treated due to size (70%) 

Mature, dense, well 

established stand which 

requires stream and road 

access, traffic management 

required when treating stand 

from bridge. Small single 

plants emerging along stream 

down to JK49 

JK49 794 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack Treated on 8th Oct Plants of various size growing 

amongst dense shrubs  

JK50 1516 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field  

Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance 

Partially treated on 8th Oct (70%)  Plants of variable size 

growing in stream and on 

surrounding banks, dense 

vegetation in area prevented 

full treatment during this visit 

JK51 84 1-2.5 1-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

Knapsack Treated on 8th Oct Stand is located on moderate 

slope  
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JK52 1804 0.5-2.5 0.5-2.5 Stream & Grazing 

Field 

N/A Cattle were grazing and moving amongst 

the infestation on 8th Oct so no treatment 

occurred 

It was impossible to 

determine the full extent of 

the infestation in this area as 

cattle had grazed and 

trampled knotweed plants 

JK53 

 
 

367 1-2.5 1-2.5 N/A Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance  

Treated on 3rd Oct, evidence of livestock 

grazing and disturbance at face of stand 

Growing in the corner of a 

grazing field 

 

 

JK54 315 1-2.5 1-2.5 N/A Electric Sprayer 

with extendable 

lance  

Treated on 3rd Oct Growing beside an 

abandoned house 
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Table 2: Details of Giant Rhubarb infestations  

ID 

 

 

 

Approx. Area 
Covered (m2) 

Sensitive Areas 
Adjacent 

Treatment Method Treatment Notes Further Comments 

GUN01 6 N/A Knapsack Seed heads removed, and 
herbicide applied on 1st Oct  

Located a few meters in from access road 

GUN02 6 N/A Knapsack Seed heads removed, and 
herbicide applied on 1st Oct 

Located a few meters in from access road 

GUN03 6 N/A Knapsack Seed heads removed, and 
herbicide applied on 1st Oct 

Located a few meters in from access road 

GUN04 6 N/A Knapsack Seed heads removed, and 
herbicide applied on 1st Oct 

Located a few meters in from access road, 
suspected asbestos material present. Site 
appears to have been previously used for fly 
tipping 

GUN05 20 Grazing Field Knapsack Seed heads removed, and 
herbicide applied on 30th Aug 

Large mature plants located on road to Blasket 
Visitor Centre  

GUN06 2 Stream Knapsack Herbicide applied on 10th Oct Newly emerged plants on roadside 
GUN07 2 Stream Knapsack Herbicide applied on 10th Oct Newly emerged plants on roadside 
GUN08 2 Stream Knapsack Small stand treated on 1st Oct Newly emerging plants in road side field 
GUN09 2 Stream Knapsack Small stand treated on 1st Oct Newly emerging plants in road side field 

GUN10 2 Stream Knapsack Small stand treated on 1st Oct Newly emerging plants in road side field 
      
GUN11 2 Stream Knapsack Small stand treated on 1st Oct Newly emerging plants in road side field 
GUN12 2 Stream Knapsack Small stand treated on 1st Oct Newly emerging plants in road side field 
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4. CODES OF PRACTICE/SOURCES OF INFORMATION FOR INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES 

Ireland 

 Invasive Species Ireland Horticultural Code of Good Practice 

(http://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Horticulture-

Code-Final.pdf)  

 National Roads Authority – The Management of Noxious Weeds and Non-Native 

Invasive Plant Species on National Roads (http://www.tii.ie/technical-

services/environment/construction/Management-of-Noxious-Weeds-and-Non-

Native-Invasive-Plant-Species-on-National-Road-Schemes.pdf) 

 Invasive Species Ireland Japanese Knotweed Best Practice Management Guidelines 

(withdrawn since 1st Nov, 2016).  

 Inland Fisheries Ireland – Best Practice Guidelines for the Control of Japanese 

Knotweed (http://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Best-

practice-control-measures-for-Japanese-knotweed.pdf) 

 National Biodiversity Data Centre Invasive Species 

(http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/invasive-species/) 

 Invasive Species Ireland Website (http://invasivespeciesireland.com/) 

 Sligo Institute of Technology Alien Species 

(http://staffweb.itsligo.ie/staff/dcotton/Alien_Species.html) 

 Online Atlas of the British and Irish Flora (http://www.brc.ac.uk/plantatlas/) – UK 

also 

 

UK 

 Property Care Association Code of Practice for the Management of Japanese 

Knotweed (http://www.property-care.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Code-of-

Practice-for-the-Management-of-Japanese-knotweed_v2.7.pdf) 

 Environment Agency – The Knotweed Code of Practice Version 3 (withdrawn since 

11th Jul, 2016).  
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 Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors – Japanese Knotweed and Residential 

Property (http://www.rics.org/uk/knowledge/professional-guidance/information-

papers/japanese-knotweed-and-residential-property-1st-edition/) 

 Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Horticultural Code of Practice 

(http://www.botanicgardens.ie/gspc/pdfs/defra%20code%20of%20practice.pdf) 

 GB Non-Native Species Secretariat (http://www.nonnativespecies.org) 
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         APPENDIX II – Photographic Record 

  

Fig 1. A section of JK01 

 

Fig 2. JK02 showing dead canes, bonsai growth and newly emerging plants 
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Fig 3. JK06 which required access paths to be cut  

 

Fig 4. JK06 – A large, well established stand 
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Fig 5. JK15 – View from stream 

 

Fig 6. JK17 – Small stand growing from river bank 
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Fig 7. JK19 – Example of lone single plant growing in stream  

 

Fig 8. JK20 showing viable leaf material 
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Fig 9. JK20 with section of non-viable leaf material 

 

Fig 10. JK28 which shows boundary fence  
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Fig 11. JK30 showing recent human disturbance along bank of stream 

 

Fig 12. JK30 is visible in background. Sheep were moved from field before treatment took place 
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Fig 13. JK31 showing effects of access spray undertaken on 29th Aug 

 

 

Fig 14. JK36 
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Fig 15. JK38 growing on steep slope, plants in places are >3m in height 

 

Fig 16. JK38 
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Fig.17 JK39 – This section of the stand could not be treated as sheep were grazing on knotweed 

which has   spread into the field 

 

Fig 18. JK43 – Plants growing in domestic garden 
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Fig 19. JK46 which is growing along the stream bank in a domestic garden 

 

Fig 20.  JK50 which had bindweed growing over a section of the infestation 
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Fig 21. JK52 – A large infestation that could not be treated due to cattle being present, 

evidence of grazing on knotweed and livestock disturbance 

 

Fig 22. GUN04 with suspected asbestos tile present. Site appears to have been previously used 

for fly tipping  
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          Fig 23. GUN04 showing the effects of the drought conditions this summer 
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