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1.Introduction 
Comharchumann Dhún Chaoin Teoranta (The Comharchumann) have engaged the services of 

professional ecologists to carry out research and survey of the biodiversity of the parish of 

Dún Chaoin and to prepare a map of the parish representing the habitats, wildlife and physical 

layout, and identifying the elements of biodiversity in the parish.  

The ecological survey was carried out between the 27th July and the 4th August with the 

purpose of identifying habitats in the area and mapping them according to aerial 

photographs, locating and measuring Third Schedule (S.I. 477/2011) invasive species and 

creating a complete species list of flora and fauna observed in the parish. Japanese knotweed 

(Fallopia japonica) and Giant Rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria) in the area were combatted in a 

four-year plan between 2017 and 2020 and was reduced by 95%.  

1.1 Location 
Dunquin is a small coastal community at the very western tip of the Dingle Peninsula, 25mins 

from Dingle town, and facing out towards the Blasket Islands. Dunquin is a Gaeltacht area and 

is the most westerly community in Ireland. Land use in the area is mostly dedicated to low 

intensity farming, however, farming practice has been on the decline in the area in recent 

years owing to the challenges presented by the topography, soils and climate of the area. 

Dwellings are for the most part detached houses with large gardens and lawns, around half 

of which are holiday homes. Tourism, arising from the national loop walk, The Dingle Way, 

and the Blasket Centre increases the footfall in the area, however, there are few opportunities 

for the community to benefit from this. The coastline of the parish is protected as part of the 

Dingle Peninsula SPA (Site code: 004153) (NPWS, 2014). 

 

FIGURE 1 GENERAL LOCATION OF DUNQUIN ON THE DINGLE PENINSULA 
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1.2 Site Description 
The survey area covered approximately 1133ha and includes the entire parish of Dunquin 

excepting the Blasket Islands. Owing to its location, Dunquin presents a wide variety of 

habitats from transitional coastal habitats to dry heath and acid grassland. The survey 

commenced in the townlands adjacent to Slea Head and was conducted from South to North 

on a townland-by-townland basis. Townlands were used as subdivisions of the wider area to 

ensure thoroughness and to prevent any areas from being omitted. Residences were excluded 

from the survey and can be generally categorised as built land. The majority of plots were 

FIGURE 2  MAP DISPLAYING THE EXTENT OF DUNQUIN PARISH AND TOWNLANDS 
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smaller than the scale to which the habitat survey was being conducted, however, residences 

in this area are typically detached houses with large lawns and gardens. 

1.3 Survey Limitations 
This survey was carried out in mid-summer and was therefore not limited by the typical 

growing season of the majority of species, and it is likely that all Third Schedule invasive 

species present were identified. The survey was, however, limited by the expanse of the 

survey area. This decreased the level of detail that could be obtained in the time available, 

but habitat maps are accurate at time of survey. 
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2. Survey Methodology 
The ecological survey was carried out between Tuesday the 27th July and Wednesday the 4th 

August by Oakwin ecologists, Maurice O’ Connor, Jessica Hamilton, Aoife Embleton and James 
Whelan. A detailed walkover survey was completed, and habitats were classified according to 

A Guide to Habitats in Ireland (Fossit, 2000) and in accordance with the Best Practice Guidance 

for Habitat Survey and Mapping published by the Heritage Council (Smith, et al., 2011).  In 

total, 12 person days of field survey work were undertaken with the aim of mapping all 

habitats in the parish, identifying Third Schedule (S.I. 477/2011) invasive species and 

recording positive biodiversity features and points of interest for the community.  

ITM coordinates and detailed notes gathered in the field were used to create habitat maps 

using QGIS 3.14 (A Corúna). These notes were also used to create a detailed list of all plant 

species observed (Appendix 2).  Invertebrates, birds and any other fauna observed were also 

noted. 

Trail cameras were deployed to gather further information on mammalian species such as 

otter (madra uisce) and badger (broc) in the parish.  
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3. Survey Findings 
3.1 Elements of Biodiversity 
In Dunquin parish there is a broad spectrum of elements and features which contribute to its 

overall biodiversity value. The geology and topography of the area brings about a range of 

habitats from upland heath to rocky sea cliffs. Each of these habitat types provide niches for 

a different diversity of floral and faunal species and experience individual threats and 

pressures. Several species protected under the E.U. Habitats Directive and the E.U. Birds 

Directive were recorded over the course of the survey.  

Habitats List (Fossitt, 2000) 

• Dry Siliceous Heath (HH1) 

• Dense Bracken (HD1) 

• Improved Grassland (GA1) 

• Amenity Grassland (GA2) 

• Dry Humid Acid Grassland (GS3) 

• Wet Grassland (GS4) 

• Scrub (WS1) 

• Ornamental/Non-Native Shrubs (WS3) 

• Rocky Sea Cliffs (CS1) 

• Sedimentary Sea Cliffs (CS3) 

• Stone Walls and Other Stonework (BL1)  

• Siliceous Scree and Loose Rock (ER3) 

• Eroding/Upland Rivers (FW1) 

3.1.1 Upland Habitats 
Upland habitats, in this case mostly Dry siliceous heath (HH1), with some sections of Dense 

bracken (HD1), Dry-humid acid grassland (GS3) and Siliceous scree (ER3). These habitats are 

grazed by sheep in some parts which prevents successional vegetation from overtaking and 

progression into scrub. In some areas, Dry siliceous heath (HH1) grades directly into Improved 

grassland (GA1) habitats, however, the majority is a mosaic with Dry-humid acid grassland 

(GS3). Maintaining these habitats requires grazing and due to declining farming practice in 

the area, resulting from a variety of pressures, such habitats could potentially be under threat 

from land abandonment and becoming overtaken by scrub and successional vegetation. This 

decreases the wildlife value of the habitat, particularly for upland nesting birds such as Ring 

Ouzel (Turdus torquatus) and Red Grouse (Lagopus lagopus scotica), who require enough 

cover to be protected from predators but not so much that they cannot detect them when 

they approach. Both these species have been recorded in the area in the past, however they 

are not currently present. 
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The majority of taxa found in upland environments are arthropods, particularly ground 

beetles.  There is evidence to suggest that ground beetle populations in upland environments 

are highly dependant on low levels of grazing and are impacted negatively by either 

overgrazing or land abandonment (Anderson, 2013). 

Dry Siliceous Heath (HH1) 

The majority of the upland habitat in the area was comprised of Dry siliceous heath. Parts 

were grazed and formed a mosaic with Dry-humid acid grassland (GS3) and in places 

transitioned into Improved grassland (GA1). The vegetation was dominated by bell heather 

(Erica cinerea) and Gorse (Ulex galli). Bracken was also frequent, however, stands of bracken 

greater than 50m X 50m were classified as Dense bracken (HD1). Sheep’s bit (Jasione 

montana), tormentil, wild thyme, heath milkwort and lousewort were also present 

occasionally which is characteristic of Dry Siliceous Heath Habitat. (Fossitt, 2000). 

Dense Bracken (HD1) 

Stands of Dense bracken greater than 50m X 50m were separated from the heath or grassland 

habitat and classified as HD1. These Dense bracken stands allow for little vegetation to grow 

beneath and can quickly encroach on the surrounding habitats. Dense bracken has a low 

habitat value as it decreases the species diversity of wildflowers and reduces food availability 

to pollinators. Dense bracken stands were mostly found in upland areas overtaking dry heath 

and acid grassland however it was also present in some areas of grassland that had previously 

been improved but seemed to be suffering from land abandonment. These abandoned fields 

were found in the Ballynahow and Glanmore areas.  

 

 

FIGURE 3 STAND OF DENSE BRACKEN IN COOMENOOLE SOUTH 
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Siliceous Scree and Loose Rock (ER3) 

Accumulations of loose rock and exposed bedrock at the summit and on the higher slopes of 

Mount Eagle were interspersed with sections of Dry Siliceous Heath and were classified as 

siliceous scree and loose rock.  

3.1.2 Grassland Habitats 
Grassland habitats in Dunquin parish are heavily influenced by grazing of sheep and cattle and 

almost all areas have distinct signs of agricultural improvement by the introduction of species 

such as perennial rye grass (Lolium perennae) and White Clover (Trifolium repens). In lowland 

parts of the parish, Improved Grassland (GA1) is the dominant habitat type and is typically 

species poor. Hedge lines in these areas, which are typically a refuge for wildlife and 

biodiversity are dominated by fuchsia (Fuchsia magellanica) and Montbretia (Crocosmia x 

crocosmiflora) and provide little habitat value.  

Some areas display transitional vegetation between an improved grassland habitat type and 

more diverse high nature value habitat types such as dry-humid acid grassland (GS3). Acid 

grasslands have a significantly greater diversity of plant species and therefore support a 

greater diversity of invertebrates such as beetles, butterflies and moths.  

Historic stone walled field systems are still evident in some parts of the parish particularly in 

the Slea Head area. While stone walls are not as diverse as hedgerows, they can provide 

refuge to small mammals and are of greater biodiversity value than modern fence lines. It is 

evident that the majority of the walls that may once have existed have been removed to make 

way for larger field systems to suit modern farm machinery and farming practices.  

Dry-Humid Acid Grassland (GS3) 

Dry-humid acid grassland was often found in a mosaic with improved grassland or dry 

siliceous heath. These areas are used for the grazing of sheep and cattle and are dominated 

by a variety of grass species such as Yorkshire Fog, Creeping Bent and Sheep’s Fescue. 

Flowering plants were also present such as Red Bartsia (Odontites vernus), Sheep’s Bit 

(Jasiona montana), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) and Eyebright (Euphrasia officinalis).  
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Dry-humid acid grassland is richer in wildflowers than other grassland habitat types and is an 

important resource for pollinating insects such as bumblebees. Species rich acid grassland can 

also provide habitat for rare plant species such as orchids and in this case thyme broomrape 

(Orobanche alba). Thyme broomrape has a limited distribution in Ireland with the closest site 

it has been recorded at in recent times being the Burren.  

 

Wet Grassland (GS4) 

Wet grassland was not common across the whole parish but there is a large section at the 

mouth of the Glanlick stream. It extends to both sides of the river and is home to a different 

variety of species to other grassland habitats in the area. Yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) and 

purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) were present, these species were not found in any other 

habitat type. Phragmites (Phragmites australis) and Bog Pondweed (Potomageton 

polygonifolius) were recorded. 

FIGURE 4 DRY-HUMID ACID GRASSLAND (GS3) 
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Wet grassland is an important habitat for breeding waders such as lapwing and snipe and 

provides niches for a variety of invertebrates. Wet grassland is often rich in wildflowers which 

makes it valuable for pollinating insects. Wet grassland does often suffer from improvement, 

rushes are cut and the land is drained which reduces it’s suitability for nesting birds, 

wildflowers and invertebrates. 

 

Improved Grassland (GA1) 

Improved grassland is species poor and has undergone reseeding and fertilisation to improve 

the grazing value and yield for hay and silage. Improved grassland types in Dunquin are 

dominated by agricultural grasses such as Perennial rye grass, however, the majority of 

swards are more species rich than those found on intensive farms elsewhere in Ireland. Red 

clover and knapweed species occur among other species which are not considered to be 

typical agricultural herbs.  In some places improved grassland grades into acid grassland and 

heath and is found on some steeper slopes but is the dominant habitat type in the lowland 

townlands of Ballyickeen, Ballinglanna, Ballynaraha North and Ballynahow.  

Some sites appear to have been cut for hay or other animal fodder, however this only occurs 

in the fields with the shallowest gradient and the greatest level of improvement. These highly 

improved swards contain only agricultural grasses and herbs such as Silverweed, White Clover 

and Common Mouse Ear.  

FIGURE 5 WET GRASSLAND (GS4) WITH MONTBRETIA IN THE FOREGROUND 
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Amenity Grassland (Improved) (GA2) 

Amenity grassland is found in association with dwellings and public buildings such as the 

Blasket centre. It is species poor, dominated by grasses and species such as daisy (Bellis 

perennis), dandelion (Taraxacum spp.) and clover (Trifolium spp.). 

Scrub (WS1) 

In the context of Dunquin, scrub is for the most part, areas which are dominated by dense 

gorse. Very little light reaches the understory, and these dense thickets tend to be species 

poor. Some native scrub is also associated with the watercourses present in the area and is 

dominated by willows and hazel. These habitats do not cover large areas and are limited by 

the quantity of Fuchsia in the area and along the riverbanks.  

  

FIGURE 6: IMPROVED GRASSLAND (GA1) 
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3.1.3 Freshwater Habitats 
Eroding/Upland Rivers (FW1) 

Three watercourses of note are found in Dunquin parish, all of which are significant 

biodiversity features. Two smaller streams are also present which feed into the larger 

watercourses, however, none of these water features are greater than 2nd order. Due to 

weather at the time of survey, the stream site at Slea Head was dry, however this is distinctly 

an upland eroding stream and is at a steep gradient similar to all other water features in the 

area. No ponds, lakes or bodies of standing water were recorded during the course of the 

survey. The habitats adjacent to this stream are mostly Improved grassland with some Dry-

Humid acid grassland and Dry siliceous heath at the source.  

Flora found on the streambed and in the gully through which the stream runs was dominated 

by bryophytes and species such as St Patrick’s Cabbage (Saxifraga spathularis). Grasses, 

rushes and gorse were also present as bankside vegetation. There were no riparian 

hedgerows at the stream at Slea head, however riparian hedgerows at other stream sites 

were dominated by Fuchsia. In places the watercourses are chocked with fuchsia and there is 

no native bankside vegetation visible.  

Freshwater is a key component of the lifecycle of many invertebrates and also provides 

important feeding habitat for species such as Otter (Lutra lutra), Grey Wagtail (Motacilla 

cinerea), Dipper and a number of other bird and bat species. Grey wagtail and dipper were 

recorded utilising the freshwater environment during the course of the field survey and were 

both recorded near the mouth of the Glanlick stream close to the Blasket Centre.  

FIGURE 7 DRY STREAM BED NEAR SLEA HEAD 
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3.1.4 Coastal Habitats 
The coastal habitats in this area are protected as part of the Dingle Peninsula SPA (Site Code: 

004153). This SPA is designated for the protection of Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax), 

Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) and Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) (Appendix 4). During the course 

of the survey, fulmar were observed near the cliff faces adjacent to Dunquin pier and chough 

(Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) were also observed in the area. These cliffs also support vegetation 

communities which are not found elsewhere including Rock samphire (Crithmum maritimum) 

communities and are peppered with sea caves which also provide a distinct niche habitat. 

A parish in such a unique setting as this cannot ignore the fauna of the Atlantic, particularly 

those species which frequent the Blasket sound. The clifftops in Dunquin provide spectacular 

opportunities for whale and dolphin watching, particularly for species such as Humpback 

whales (Megaptera novaeangliae), fin whales (Balaenoptera physalus), minke whales 

(Balaenoptera acutorostrata) and common dolphins (Delphinus delphis) which are seen 

regularly in the area. Grey and common seals which utilise the beaches on the Blasket Islands 

can also be seen in the sound and resting beneath the cliffs. 

 

 

FIGURE 8 LOWER REACHES OF THE DRY STEAM BED NEAR 
SLEA HEAD 
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Rocky Sea Cliffs (CS1) 

Rocky sea cliffs border the entire parish of Dunquin along the Atlantic coast and are an integral 

component of the Dingle Peninsula SPA. They provide important nesting habitat for Fulmar, 

Chough and Peregrine along with a variety of other bird species which are not Annex I (Birds 

Directive) listed. These cliffs also support coastal vegetation communities. 

 

Sedimentary Sea Cliffs (Soft Cliffs) 

Sedimentary sea cliffs are soft cliff systems which are most under threat from coastal erosion. 

They are most often vegetated by colonising communities due to their unstable nature and 

are also an important invertebrate habitat (Barron et al., 2011). Soft cliffs are uncommon on 

the west coast due to the eroding nature of the system and are only found in a small section 

of the Dunquin coastline. Sandmartin, which nest in burrows in soft cliffs were recorded in 

the area during the survey. These cliffs were not of a large enough area to be included in the 

habitat map.  

FIGURE 9 ROCKY SEA CLIFFS AT DUNQUIN PIER 

FIGURE 10  SEDIMENTARY SEA CLIFFS IN FERRITERSQUARTER 
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4. Positive Biodiversity Elements 
4.1 Key Species 
4.1.1 Thyme Broomrape (Orobanche alba) 
Thyme broomrape (múchóg dhearg) is a species of parasitic plant which lacks chlorophyll and 

instead takes its nutrients from the roots of a host plant, in this case Wild Thyme. Its 

populations are highly localised and the site at Slea Head and a further site at Dunmore Head 

are the only identified sites on the Dingle peninsula. The nearest location where it has been 

recorded in recent times is the Burren in county Clare. The main pressure that is known to 

reduce its distribution is grazing. It is palatable to grazing animals, particularly rabbits (coiníní) 

and in some cases is grazed off before it sets seed which is an issue for its long-term 

distribution, (Orobanche alba, Online Atlas of the British and Irish Flora, 2021). 

 

4.1.3 Small Mammals 
Small mammals are a key component of grassland ecosystems. Field mouse (luch fhéir), house 

mouse (luch), bank vole (vól bruaigh) and shrew (luch chodlamáin airde) are a food source for 

birds of prey found in these habitats such as barn owl (scréachóg reilige), buzzard (clamhán) 

and other raptors. A kestrel (pocaire gaoithe) was observed during the course of the survey 

flying over dry siliceous heath in Ferriter’s quarter and these birds predominantly feed on 

small mammals.  

4.1.4 Badger (Meles meles) 
While no badger (broc) sett was observed during the field survey, a badger was caught on 

video by wildlife cameras. A burrow was observed but did not feature any of the 

characteristics of a badger sett. Furthermore, the badger was only observed on the path 

FIGURE 11 THYME BROOMRAPE 
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adjacent to the burrow and was not observed by the camera facing the burrow entrance. 

Badgers are the largest member of the mustelid family found in Ireland and typically reside in 

large family groups in a den known as a sett, comprising of a main nesting chamber and an 

extensive system of tunnels and emergency exits. Badgers are not protected in Ireland; 

however, they are a distinctive feature of the rural Irish landscape.  

No evidence was seen of any other mammals in the area during the walkover survey. 

 

4.1.5 Otter (Lutra lutra) 
Otters (Lutra lutra) (madraí uisce) are an apex predator and a protected species in Ireland. 

They have been protected under the Wildlife Act since 1976 and are also listed in Annex II and 

Annex IV of the Habitats Directive. This legislation protects the otter from hunting, capture 

and disturbance and requires the designation of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC’s) where 

they occur. Annex IV listing also places protection on otters outside of SAC’s. 

The Slea Head stream is steep and was dry at the time of survey. It is an upland eroding system 

with a rocky stream bed. A burrow, which was suspected to be an otter holt from smell, shape 

and location, was discovered in the stream bank. The stream bed and surrounding area was 

scoured extensively, however, no evidence of otter spraint was discovered. Wildlife cameras 

were used to ascertain if the holt was in use at the time of survey. No otters were observed; 

however, a badger was caught on film. It was not thought that this burrow could belong to a 

badger as there was no network of entrances or distinct spoil heap. Furthermore, the badger 

was not observed entering the hole, and was only filmed on the trail camera on the adjacent 

path. The stream bed was dry; however, the potential holt was only 580m from its mouth at 

FIGURE 12 BADGER CAUGHT ON TRAIL CAMERA, COOMENOOLE SOUTH 
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the Blasket Sound, which is a suitable location for otters which mostly utilise the marine 

environment as they need access to freshwater for drinking and bathing (Reid et. al, 2013). 

 

 

4.1.6 Birds 
The cliffs around the Atlantic coast of Dunquin are designated as part of the Dingle Peninsula 

SPA. This SPA is designated to protect peregrine (Falco peregrinis - fabhcún gorm), chough 

(Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax - cág cosdearg) and fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis - fulmaire). Chough 

and fulmar were observed extensively in the area over the course of the survey and there is 

extensive suitable breeding habitat for both species in the SPA.  

Fulmar were also observed extensively along this coast. Fulmar nest in cliff habitats but, unlike 

the chough, they feed on fish, discards from trawlers and crustaceans. Both nesting adults 

and chicks use projectile vomiting as a defence mechanism. 

A number of passerines were also observed during the course of the survey. These birds are 

not coastal specialists and were observed in farmed areas of the parish. Stone chat (caislín 

cloch), Chaffinch (rí rua) and Blue Tit (meantán gorm) were all observed.   

Furthermore, the upland habitats present in the area could potentially be suitable for upland 

bird species such as Red Grouse (cearc fhraoigh) which was last recorded in the area in 2011. 

The Corncrake (Crex crex - traonach) has historically bred on Great Blasket and calling males 

have been recorded on the peninsula in recent years, however, the last recorded breeding 

pair in county Kerry was in 2010. Corncrake have been recorded calling in the area in recent 

years, however birds have not been observed. 

FIGURE 13 POTENTIAL OTTER HOLT 
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4.1.7 Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) 
While Chough (cág cosdearg) nest in recesses on cliff faces and in caves, they are not 

specialised to a fish-based diet (Holyoak, 1972). Their bills are adapted to digging for 

invertebrates and as a consequence require nesting habitat that is adjacent to habitats with 

high numbers of invertebrates. High nature value farmland which is grazed at a low intensity 

and is not significantly improved and intensified is often utilised. In the Dunquin area, 

particularly immediately adjacent to the cliff faces, this habitat type is prevalent. 

Improvement is evident in most swards but low intensity sheep grazing it still the dominant 

land use.  

4.4 Invertebrates 
A variety of invertebrates were recorded during the course of the survey, chiefly butterflies, 

moths and beetles. Meadow brown butterflies (Maniola jurtina - donnóg fhéir) were recorded 

regularly in the Dry calcareous heath and in the acid grassland. Six spot burnet moths 

(Zygaena filipendulae - buirnéad sébhallach) and cinnabar moths (Callimorpha jacobaeae – 

leamhnan flanndearg) were also recorded. Six spot burnet moths were photographed freshly 

emerged from their chrysalises in dry-humid acid grassland adjacent to the cliffs in Ballyickeen 

commons.  

Invertebrates are significantly more common in non-improved habitats where there is a 

greater diversity of food supply and diversity of sward type and height. No invertebrate 

specific survey work was carried out, however it was noted that moths and butterflies were 

significantly more abundant in the heath, wet grassland and acid grassland over the improved 

grassland. 
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5. Obstacles and Threats to Biodiversity 
It is widely recognised that there are 5 main drivers of biodiversity loss: 

• Invasive Alien Species 

• Climate Change 

• Nutrient Loading and Pollution 

• Habitat Loss 

• Overexploitation 

These threats affect biodiversity the world over, and the Dingle peninsula is no different. The 

parish have already recognised the need for the control of invasive alien species in the area 

and has reduced the cover of Japanese knotweed and Giant Rhubarb by 95%, however, there 

is still more work to be done to eliminate this threat to the biodiversity of the parish.  

Climate change, particularly increasing global temperature is also likely to present a 

significant threat in the years to come as the country becomes warmer and wetter (Dwyer 

and Cámaro García, 2020). 

Nutrient loading and pollution stem mainly from intensive farming practice and incorrect 

disposal of waste such as raw sewage. High levels of nutrients in watercourses contribute to 

eutrophication which is the excessive growth of algae and weed. This reduces dissolved 

oxygen and light levels in the water which can contribute to fish kills. 

Habitat loss is the destruction of natural habitats in favour of “improving” land for agricultural 
use, food production and build land. Highly sensitive and rare habitats are most at risk of this 

and while there is a significant cover of improved grassland in Dunquin this is not thought to 

be an issue. 

Overexploitation of specific species is also a key threat in the loss of biodiversity globally. 

Species can be targeted for a variety of reasons but the main issue in Ireland is the gathering 

of wildflowers and more so fungi. Foragers who return year on year to the same locations can 

have a detrimental impact on the range of a species. This may become an issue in the context 

of the species present in Dunquin if the sites where Thyme broomrape is allowed to become 

overgrazed.   

5.1 Influence of Invasive Alien Species 
Two species of Third schedule (S.I. 477/2011) listed invasive species were recorded in 

Dunquin. Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) and Giant Rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria). 

Fuchsia and Monbretia (Crocosmia x Crocosmiflora) are also present in the area and having a 

negative impact on the native habitats and species. These species are not Third schedule (S.I. 

477/2011) listed and therefore there is no legal requirement for their control or the 

prevention of their spread. However, these species cover a significant area in the parish and 
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are known to behave invasively. Fuchsia represents the vast majority of the hedgerows and 

riparian vegetation in the parish.  

None of the habitats found in Dunquin are listed as priority habitats which are under direct 

threat from specific invasive species. Heath habitats can be threatened by Rhododendron 

ponticum, however rhododendron is not present in the parish.  

5.1.1 Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica) 
Japanese knotweed is known to shade out understory vegetation and out compete native 

plant species and grows vigorously in Ireland where there are no natural predators, insects or 

fungi to regulate its growth. It also spreads exceptionally rapidly and can regenerate from 

small fragments of rhizome which get dragged along riverbanks during periods of high flow. 

There are only female plants present in Ireland and therefore it cannot spread by seed. It can 

be spread easily with the movement of contaminated topsoil. Large infestations of knotweed 

can disrupt bank integrity and cause issues with localised flooding. Riverbanks can become 

inaccessible and prone to erosion due to the knotweed’s extensive root system. 

Japanese knotweed can also disrupt building foundations, walls and roads as the rhizome 

grows vigorously and extensively. Without proper management it can have a detrimental 

impact on the local environment. 

5.1.2 Giant Rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria) 
Giant rhubarb (Gunnera spp.) is a large leaved herbaceous plant which is native to South 

America. It is not related to rhubarb but gets its name from its appearance, with large rhubarb 

like leaves which can grow to up to 1.5m across. It grows rapidly and into a great expanse 

which shades out the native flora below. Giant Rhubarb can also cause issues in watercourses 

and drainage channels and increases flood risk where it is well established.   

5.1.3 Invasive Species Legislation 
Japanese knotweed and Giant Rhubarb have been identified as some of the most high-risk 

invasive alien species in Ireland. They are both listed on the Third Schedule of the Irish 

Statutory Instrument 477/2011 and the Wildlife Acts (1976-2000). 

Irish Statutory Instrument 477/2011   

The EC Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations introduced important legislation concerning 

invasive species in the Republic of Ireland. Japanese Knotweed and Giant Rhubarb are listed 

in Part 1 of the Third Schedule.   
Article 49 prohibits the introduction, breeding, release or dispersal of certain species; and 

Article 50 prohibits dealing in and keeping certain species. 

 
Article 49 (2) “Save in accordance with a licence granted under paragraph (7), any person who 

plants, disperses, allows or causes to disperse, spreads or otherwise causes to grow in any 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2011/si/477/made/en/print
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place specified in relation to such plant in the third column of Part 1 of the Third Schedule, 

any plant which is included in Part 1 of the Third Schedule, shall be guilty of an offence.”  

Article 49 (3) states that you can defend against allegations that you committed an offence 

under Article 49 (1) or (2) by proving that you took all reasonable steps and exercised all due 

diligence to avoid committing the offence:  

Article 49 (3) “Subject to paragraph (4), it shall be a defence to a charge of committing an 
offence under paragraph (1) or (2) to prove that the accused took all reasonable steps and 

exercised all due diligence to avoid committing the offence.  

Article 50 (2) “Save in accordance with a licence granted under paragraph (7), a person shall 
be guilty of an offence if he or she imports or transports –  

(a) an animal or plant listed in Part 1 or Part 2 of the Third Schedule  

(b) anything from which an animal or plant referred to in Part 2 of the Third Schedule can be 

reproduced or propagated, or  

(c) a vector material listed in Part 3 of the Third Schedule,  

into or in or to any place in the State specified in relation to such an animal or plant or vector 

material in relation to that animal or plant or vector material in the third column of the Third 

Schedule.”  

The Wildlife Amendment Act (2000) of The Wildlife Act (1976) made it an offence to cause 

an exotic species of flora to grow in the wild anywhere in the state:  

“Any person who plants or otherwise causes to grow in a wild state in any place in the State 
any (exotic) species of flora, or the flowers, roots, seeds or spores of flora, otherwise than 

under and in accordance with a licence granted in that behalf by the Minister shall be guilty 

of an offence.”  

5.2 Invasive Alien Species Management 
The management programme which was undertaken by the community in 2017-2020 has 

significantly increased awareness of invasive alien species in the area. A reduction of the cover 

of Japanese knotweed in the area by 95% was successfully coordinated by the community in 

conjunction with environmental consultancy Envirico. It’s affect on the local environment has 
been significantly decreased and there is ongoing monitoring of the species within the 

community, coordinated by John Kennedy. 

5.3 Tourism 
Tourism is a less prominent feature in Dunquin than in other parts of the Dingle peninsula and 

the majority of visitors are passing though. Dunquin pier attracts an audience both for the 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2000/act/38/enacted/en/pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1976/act/39/enacted/en/print.html
http://envirico.com/invasive-species-legislation/
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ferry to the Great Blasket and for its famed steep and winding access route. Visitors are also 

attracted to the Blasket Centre which is an interpretive centre and museum for the Blasket 

Islands. Slí Chorca Dubhine passes through the area and along the west facing clifftop and 

attracts a reasonable number of walkers during the summer months.  

These activities have little impact on the local environment and biodiversity. Some trampling 

is evident at the clifftop near Dunquin pier; however this is the only location where these 

impacts are present, and it is a highly localised issue.  

5.4 Weather/Localised Climate 
Plant communities in the parish are limited by the high salinity and Atlantic weather 

conditions. Species diversity is limited to halotolerant and hardy species. There are few 

trees, and those that are present are mostly willows, hawthorns, blackthorns and hazels in 

locations with natural shelter from the prevailing weather fronts.  

5.5 Climate Change 
Climate change in Ireland is monitored by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 

Met Éireann. The EPA and Met Éireann, in conjunction with the Marine Institute, recently 

released a report entitled “Climate Status Report for Ireland 2020”. In short, this report 

surmises that Ireland has become, and continues to become warmer and wetter across all 

seasons of the year (Dwyer and Cámaro García, 2020). Kerry is a part of the Atlantic Seaboard 

South Climate Action region which is one of 4 climate action regions in Ireland and the most 

susceptible to climate change owing to its location in relation to Atlantic weather fronts 

(Forde et al., 2019). 

Climate change is allowing increasing impacts on the distribution of habitats and species and 

also on overall ecosystem health and functioning (Berry et al., 2003). Climate impacts are 

often species specific, however, changes to primary producer distribution and lifecycles has a 

cumulative affect across the food web and ecosystem as a whole. Warmer temperatures 

disrupt the hibernation of species such as badger which are present in the parish, this 

decreases their likelihood of surviving the colder months when there is a limited food supply. 

Furthermore, delicate coastal habitats such as sedimentary or soft cliffs will be severely 

eroded by rising sea level.  Increased levels of rainfall can have a negative impact on upland 

habitats in particular which increase levels of surface water and thus increase soil erosion. 

Wetter soils also leads to a decrease in suitability for grazing animals, and as previously 

mentioned, it has been shown that upland habitats which are lightly grazed have a greater 

invertebrate diversity than those which are not grazed (Anderson, 2013). 

Increasing frequency of significant storms has put Dunquin pier at risk in the past. In 2014 

significant damage was incurred at the pier during storm Darwin and there were serious 

concerns about access to the historic location and the Blasket Islands. Storms of this 

magnitude are increasing in frequency and present a serious risk to the pier and the coastline. 
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Rising sea levels are likely to have an impact on the coastline of the area, particularly any 

segments of sedimentary sea cliff. Sedimentary sea cliffs are vulnerable to erosion and are 

uncommon on the Atlantic coast of Ireland due of this. They are a valuable habitat for birds 

such as sand martins and a variety of specialised invertebrates. Defence schemes are 

necessary where large expanses of sedimentary cliffs are present to prevent the loss of land, 

and in some cases the loss of buildings and houses to the encroaching sea. The sedimentary 

cliffs in the Dunquin area do not represent a significant enough extent or put an ecologically 

significant habitat at risk so this type of scheme is unlikely to be necessary.  

There is evidence that across the county, climate adaption and mitigation strategies are 

necessary to limit the damage climate change will cause to our natural and artificial 

environments (DCHG, 2017). Increasing flow rates in watercourses and increased incidence 

of extreme weather events have a variety of negative impacts on the natural environment. 

Combined with increased incidence of drought, this creates stresses on native species and 

habitats which have the potential to decrease their populations and extent.  

5.6 Land Management 
Land use and management are key factors in the protection of natural habitats and species. 

In some areas of the parish, particularly areas on commonage, it can be seen that dumping of 

garden waste has significantly contributed to the spread of invasive species in the area, 

particularly into upland habitats where no other pathways for the spread of invasive alien 

species exist. Owing to the previous campaign for the eradication of IAS in the area, 

awareness of the issue has increased in the community. This issue should, however, be 

reiterated, particularly to non-permanent residents who may be less involved in the project 

and therefore less aware of the dangers of Invasive Alien Species and their spread. 

Land abandonment is another key issue that is faced by habitats which are maintained by 

grazing in the Dunquin area. Upland sheep farming is widely known in the west of Ireland to 

be a difficult, unprofitable and lonely road (O’Rourke, 2019). The average age of these farmers 

is increasing and in many cases there are no younger farmers to take over the land upon their 

retirement. Grassland and heath habitats are maintained by grazing animals and will be 

overtaken by scrub growth if low levels of grazing are not perpetuated.  
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6. Recommendations 
6.1 Consultation 
To make information and training events available to members of the community through 

the following measures; 

• A public workshop:  

• To explain the results of items above regarding survey results, positive biodiversity 

elements and obstacles and threats to biodiversity in the parish; 

• To collect information on habitats and wildlife from the local inhabitants; 

• To give advice on gardening for biodiversity and pollination; 

• To look for ideas on medium term and long-term environmental projects; 

• To organise a public planting day; 

• To organise an event or learning workshop for school children to start their own 

projects. 

 

6.1 Actions 
The following actions are recommended. 

6.1.1 Guided walks 
Guided walks can be very useful in introducing people to the local area and its biodiversity. 

Having a knowledgeable guide can not only inform a group of the important habitats and 

wildlife that are present but can foster an engaging and enjoyable experience. This gives 

visitors the sense that the local community is a welcoming one who cares about their local 

environment. 

The Dingle Way passes through the length of the parish, a well-publicised trail spanning the 

Peninsula and cyclists who both bring their own bikes or rent them from Dingle are a common 

sight in summer. There are commercial walking tour operators such as Celtic Nature Walking 

Tours Kerry that have guided tours in the area, which attract a general audience who want to 

learn about local heritage, nature and experience the scenery. 

Trailhead 133 is an official National Looped Walk named Lúb na Cille that takes in the northern 

end of the parish. It begins in the Blasket Centre car park, heads north to An Mionnán Mór, 

veers towards the sea and follows the coast south to Béal Atha, before returning to the 

Blasket Centre. This would offer a wonderful opportunity to showcase not only the local 

heritage, but also biodiversity highlights such as the many butterfly and moth species, dry 

heath habitat, the sedimentary cliffs in which Sand Martins call home and coastal species such 

as Chough that feed from semi-natural grasslands in the area. Signage, interpretive material 

and waymarking on this loop would be useful as there is limited visibility on the existence of 

the looped walk. 
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Recommendations 

• Reach out to commercial operators so that biodiversity is an aspect that is emphasised in 

their tours 

• Seek out volunteers who have a good understanding of the area for the possibility of 

starting a guided tour focused on biodiversity 

• Increase visibility of existing trails with consistent signage, interpretive material that 

explores the wildlife and habitats in the area. 

6.1.2 Monitoring and knowledge sharing 
It is important that there is an ongoing effort to keep the state of biodiversity in Dunquin in 

local peoples minds. Understanding how nature is faring in your own patch often means a 

voluntary motivation and commitment to improve it. To foster that motivation, continuous 

recording of species across Dunquin is something that is easy to begin, and a skill that can be 

developed over time. Training members of the community to record biodiversity with the 

National Biodiversity Data Centre is a great way for families and individuals to learn what’s in 
their back garden, fields, hedgerows and surrounding landscape.  The NBDC provide training 

events to use their database as well as ID courses for butterflies for instance. 

A resource that may be overlooked is the repository of information about the local 

environment acquired over many years by members of the community. Locals, particularly 

those who have lived in Dunquin for decades may recollect plants, animals, habitats or 

migrations that once may have been present and now absent, or vice versa. Facts and 

statistics can say lots about the natural heritage of an area, but stories from eyewitnesses of 

biodiversity in times gone by can resonate with locals and visitors today in a more memorable 

way. It should be ensured that such stories are not lost, as there may be much to learn about 

how different elements of biodiversity have changed up to the present day, and to keep 

memories alive of the people who told them. Making these accounts available in the Blasket 

Centre, in print or online means the parish can collectively learn about the history of natural 

heritage of the area. 

Recommendations 

• Train community members to record biodiversity on the online mapping tools from 

the National Biodiversity Data Centre; 

• Record local knowledge of biodiversity, particularly from older residents for better 

informed land management, biodiversity measures and publish said information for 

the community. 

6.1.3 Schools 
Schoolchildren are the custodians of the future in terms of nature, biodiversity and the state 

of the planet. Children brought up in an ethos that explains both the wonders and the 

everyday benefits of maintaining and restoring biodiversity in their area, makes it more likely 
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that they will seek more environmentally focused routes and solutions to a host of activities 

and issues they encounter in life. Schools therefore offer an opportunity to teach valuable 

concepts and activities to the next generation. In the meantime, schools can play an active 

role in improving biodiversity in their local patch. 

To understand the local environment around them, schools can run a wildlife walking tour or 

a workshop with outdoor educators for pupils of all ages, showing examples in Dunquin of 

concepts of ecology at work. Events such as these should be run as many times as possible, 

but should be conducted at least annually, preferably twice a year or more. Children also have 

preferences for how they learn and retain information, as an indoor classroom is not for all 

pupils. Facilitating outdoor learning with an outdoor classroom, not only for teaching about 

biodiversity, but other subjects too should be considered for those who learn best in these 

environments. Signage can be created by pupils showing different habitats on school grounds 

made in art classes. 

The school yard offers many opportunities to actively encourage biodiversity into the area as 

well. Construction of bug hotels for the school but also for other places in the parish means 

both pupils and the wider community can see the efforts made to encourage invertebrates 

and pollinators. A vegetable garden can show where our food comes from, how pollinators 

help in that respect and ways in which growing food can be done without the use of herbicides 

or pesticides. 

Wildlife gardens do not need a lot of space, it can comprise as little as a few tubs and 

flowerboxes. Bird boxes and feeders could be painted by schoolchildren and installed in the 

yard or nearby. If space is available, a wildflower meadow or a pond can be dug. Any source 

of water, even as small as a bucket will provide for invertebrates and birds. Swift boxes can 

be put up on building to encourage them nesting in the locality. And the county council is on 

hand to offer advice or assistance with local biodiversity projects. 

There are numerous resources for teachers and pupils to aid in school participation in 

improving biodiversity, some of which are listed below:  

• www.pollinators.ie/resources  

• https://pollinators.ie/schools/ 

• https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/ 

• http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachers-resources/strand/living-things-

science/p3?q=&c= 19  

• http://www.ipcc.ie/discover-and-learn/resources/ 

• http://www.askaboutireland.ie/enfo/ 

 

 

http://www.pollinators.ie/resources
https://pollinators.ie/schools/
https://pollinators.ie/schools/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/
http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachers-resources/strand/living-things-science/p3?q=&c=%2019%20
http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachers-resources/strand/living-things-science/p3?q=&c=%2019%20
http://www.ipcc.ie/discover-and-learn/resources/
http://www.ipcc.ie/discover-and-learn/resources/
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/enfo/
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Recommendations 

• Organise a wildlife walking tour/workshop for school pupils on at least an annual basis to 

learn about wildlife in the area 

• Focus practical biodiversity improvements around the school yard, such as a wildflower 

meadow, pond, vegetable garden, and allow pupils to build or paint bug hotels or 

birdboxes for installation around the parish. 

• Use teaching resources available online to inform children about ecology concepts and 

how to become more environmentally friendly 

6.1.4 Pollinators 
There are 99 species of bee in Ireland, one third of which are threatened with extinction. 

(NBDC, 2020) Pollination is a key component of primary production as their services provide 

seeds, nuts and fruit for birds, and are vital in plant reproduction. The ecosystem services 

provided by pollinators are often underestimated and their key place in the food chain means 

that conservation measures can benefit other taxa.  

The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (NBDC, 2020) is an action plan to implement pollinator 

conservation strategies across the island of Ireland. It lays out actions and measures that 

individuals, community groups, schools, businesses, and councils can undertake to manage 

their lands in a pollinator friendly way and improve biodiversity in their area.  

Introducing this programme within the community could be beneficial to pollinators in the 

area and could also be linked to a biodiversity education programme within the local primary 

school. Extensive resources are also available, in association with this plan as regards to 

pollinator friendly gardening and farmland. 

Recommendations 

• Join the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan as a community. 

• Follow guidance from the Pollinator Plan regarding management of public spaces and 

suitable species for planting. 

• Hold informative workshops and talks to inform members of the community on how 

and where to access information and how they can contribute to the initiative. 

6.1.5 Community Garden 
A community garden could provide an excellent accessible space for community involvement 

in biodiversity conservation and education. A community garden could provide a central 

space for involvement in local biodiversity conservation and could assist in educating the 

community in managing their own outdoor spaces to benefit biodiversity. It has the potential 

to foster a sense of involvement and pride in the biodiversity project within the community 

which will result in individuals undertaking their own actions to promote biodiversity. This 

garden could incorporate a wildflower meadow and vegetable patch to maximize community 

involvement and benefit. A constructed wetland or pond of any size could also provide an 
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excellent standing water resource for invertebrate reproduction and biodiversity including 

amphibians and birds. 

Recommendations 

• Identify a land parcel suitable for an accessible community garden. 

• Identify garden elements which would be of greatest benefit and interest to the 

community- public consultation. 

6.1.6 Fuchsia Management 
Fuchsia is the dominant species in the majority of hedgerows in Dunquin and is considered 

invasive. It shades out native species and dominates and degrades native habitats reducing 

their suitability for native species and wildlife. Removal of non-native Fuchsia and 

replacement with hardy native species such as hawthorn and willow species will improve 

habitat connectivity for invertebrates and increase food availability for bird species. It is 

recommended that trees planted are from local stock or from a similar coastal environment.  

This is important in the longevity of the trees and the likely hood of their survival as soils are 

likely to have a high salinity and strong Atlantic wilds are likely to stunt growth.  

Fuchsia is also a significant component of riparian vegetation in the area. It creates significant 

shading over the freshwater streams in the parish reducing primary production via 

photosynthetic phytoplankton and therefore ecosystem health. Significant effects on primary 

producers such as phytoplankton have magnified affects up the food chain which they supply, 

and as a result this could have negative effects on otter, particularly their food supply. 

Reduction of fuchsia cover along the riverbank would improve openings for the growth of 

native riparian vegetation and light conditions for primary production.  

Recommendations 

• Focus on removal of fuchsia near rivers. 
• Follow recommended methods for removal and treatment such as cutting and stump 

treatment. 

• Monitor regrowth and recolonisation of native vegetation and consider planting of 

native species for bank stabilisation.  
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Appendix 1: Habitat Map 
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Appendix 2: Complete Species List 
Table 1: Flowering Plants 

Common Name Latin Name Irish Name 
Angelica Angelica sylvestris Pléascán mór 

Autumn Hawk Bit Scorzoneroides autmnalis Fiacail leoin 

Bell Heather Erica cinerea Fraoch cloigíneach 

Birds Foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus Crobh éin 

Bog Asphodel Narthecium ossifragum Sciollam na móna 

Bog Cotton Eriophorum augustifolium Ceannbhán caolduilleach 

Bog pimpernell Lysimachia tenella Falcaire corraigh 

Bramble Rubus fructicosis agg. Driseog 

Broad Leaved Plantian Plantago major Cuach Phádraig 

Broadleaved Dock Rumex obtusifolius Copóg shráide 

Cat’s Ear Hypochaeris radicata Cluas chait 

Chickweed Stellaria media Fliodh 

Cleavers Galium aparine Garbhlus 

Common Century Centarium erythraea Dréimire Mhuire 

Common Dog Violet Viola riviniana Sailchuach chon 

Common Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium Feabhrán 

Common Mouse Ear Cerastium fontanum Cluas luchóige choiteann 

Common sorrel Rumex acetosa Samhadh 

Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens Fearbán  

Cross leaved heath Erica tetralix Fraoch naoscaí 

Daisy Bellis perennis Nóinín 

Dandelion Tarraxacum spp. Caisearbhán 

English Stonecrop Sedum anglicum Póiríní seangán 

European Gorse Ulex galli Aiteann gaelach 

Eyebright Euphrasia officinalis Glanrosc 

Foxglove Digitalis purpurea Lus mór 

Fuschia Fuschia magellanica Fiúsaí 

Giant Rhubarb Gunnera tinctoria Gunnera 

Goldenrod Solidago virgaurea Slat óir 

Greater Birds Foot Trefoil Lotus pedunculatus Crobh éin corraigh 

Heath Milkwort Polygala serpyllifolia Na deirfiúiríní 

Heath spotted Orchid Dactylohiza maculata Cearc breac 

Hebe Hebe speciosa Hebe 

Hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium Ialus mór 

Hemlock Water-Dropwort Oenanthe crocata Tréanlus braonach 

Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica Glúineach Bhiorach 

Japanese rose Rosa rugosa Rós Bhaile an Chalaidh 

Kidney Vetch Anthyllis vulneraria Méara Muire 

Knapweed Centaurea nigra Mínscoth 

Ling Heather Calluna vulgaris Fraoch coiteann 
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Table 2: Ferns and Allies 

Common Name Latin Name Irish Name 
Black spleenwort Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Fionncha dubh 

Lady Fern Athyrium filix-femina Raithneach Mhuire 

Field Horse tail Equisetum arvense Eireaball capaill coiteann 

Bracken Pteridium aquilinum Raithneach mhór 

 

Table 3: Grasses and Sedges 

Common Name Latin Name Irish Name 
Creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera Feorainn 

Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum Féar cumhra 

Green-Ribbed Sedge Carex binervis Fhéithghlas 

Carnation Sedge Carex panicea Cíb chruithneachta 

Crested Dog’s Tail Cynosurus cristatus Coinfhéar 

Cock’s Foot Dactylis glomerata Garbhfhéar 

Heath Grass Danthonia decumbens Féar caoráin 

Wavy Hair Grass Deschampsia flexuosa Giobfhéar 

Viviparous fescue Festuca vivipara Féar caorach 

Yorkshire Fog Holcus linnatus Féar an chinn bháin 

Soft Rush Juncus effusis Luachair bhog 

Perennial Rye Grass Lolium perennae Seagalach ilbhliantúil 

Purple moor grass Molinia caerulea Fionnán 

Mat Grass Nardus stricta Fiteog 
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Appendix 3: Dingle Peninsula SPA (004153) Site Synopsis

The Dingle Peninsula SPA is a large site situated on the west coast of County Kerry.  It 

encompasses the high coast and sea cliff sections of the peninsula from just south of Brandon 

Point in the north, around to the end of the peninsula at Slea Head and as far east as Inch in the 

south. The site includes the sea cliffs, the land adjacent to the cliff edge, areas of sand 

dune on the Magharees Peninsula and near Murreagh, and also several upland areas further 

inland of the coast about Ballybrack, Lough Doon,Anscaul Lough, Arraglen and Ballynane. The 

high-water  mark forms the seaward boundary. The site is underlain by a variety of 

sedimentary rock types of various ages, predominantly Devonian and Devonian/Silurian 

sandstones, conglomerates and siltstones, but also Ordovician mudstones, siltstones and 

breccias, and Silurian siltstones. An area of volcanic rocks of Silurian age is found about 

Clogher Head/Dunquin. The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds 

Directive, of special conservation interest for the following species: Chough, Peregrine and 

Fulmar. The site supports some of the highest densities in Ireland of breeding Chough, a Red 

Data Book species that is listed in Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive. The abundance of Chough 

on the Dingle Peninsula was first noted in the 1800s. When the first modern survey of Chough 

was undertaken in 1982 the species was seen to be still abundant there. Since then,the high 

importance of the site for Chough has been demonstrated by surveys carried ou t in 1992 and 

2002/03 when 107 and 105 breeding pairs respectively were recorded within the SPA. The 

topography of the Dingle Peninsula, with its mosaic of grazed semi-improved and improved 

pastures, extensive well-drained uplands, and sand dune systems in close proximity to 

breeding cliffs, favours Chough. Particularly high densities of Chough occur at Reenbeg in the 

south of the site, The Three Sisters in the north-west and Ballydavid Head in the north. Large 

post-breeding flocks gather, particularly inthe autumn, at the dune systems at Castlegregory 

and Inch (which is included in an adjacent SPA). Marked individuals have provided evidence 

that young birds converge in these flocks from throughout the peninsula and it is possible 

that Chough gather in the dunes here from even further afield. Known roost sites within the 

SPA include a site on the Magharees Peninsula and a number of inland locations such as the 

cliffs at Anscaul Lough, Arraglen and Lough Doon. Flocks of up to 80 birds form in the 

mountains during the summer months. Studies have shown that Chough forage mainly within 

300 m inland of the cliff tops used for breeding and these areas have been included in the 

site. The site also supports nationally important populations of Peregrine (5 pairs in 2002) and 

Fulmar (1,016 pairs), as well as smaller populations of other breeding seabirds: Razorbill (3 

pairs), Herring Gull (33 pairs), Lesser Black-backed Gull (2 pairs), Shag (23 pairs) and Great 

Black-backed Gull (1 pair) –all seabird data from 1999-2000. The site also holds a population 

of Black Guillemot. The Dingle Peninsula SPA is of ornithological importance as it supports an 

internationally important population of Chough. It also supports nationally important 

populations of Fulmar and Peregrine. The presence of Chough and Peregrine, both species 

that are listed in Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive, is of particular significance. Part of the 

Dingle Peninsula SPA is a Statutory Nature Reserve.
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